
 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

 
STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text for 
specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, gathering 
information, learning new procedures. 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as: stories, poems, messages, menus, 
directions. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
 

 
READING 

 
K-A:  Demonstrate beginning 
understanding of positioning of text:  
top to bottom; left to right; differentiate 
between letter and words. 
 

  
Big Books, sentence strips and 
magnetic letters. 

 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using: phonemic awareness, picture cues, other 
word recognition aids, letter-sound associations, 
context clues. 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  retelling, 
predicting, generating questions, examining 
picture cues, using phonic analysis, discussing 
with peers, using context clues. 
 

 
READING 

 
K-B:  Identify initial letter sounds and 
phonetically sound out words. 
 

  
Consonant Picture Cards 
Rhymes 
 

 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  retelling, 
predicting, generating questions, examining 
picture cues, using phonic analysis, discussing 
with peers, using context clues. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  prior knowledge, context, 
other people, dictionaries, pictures, electronic 
sources. 
3:6-TLW recognize that creators of text make 
choices when constructing text to convey 
meaning and express feelings to an audience, 
such as:  word selection, sentence length, use of 
illustration. 
9:3-TLW draw conclusions based on their 
understanding of differing views presented in 
text. 
 

 
READING 

 
K-C:  Identify book structure: identify 
author and illustrator. 
 

  
Books read orally- library and 
classroom 
Picture books 
Concept books 
Environmental text 

1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text for 
specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, gathering 
information, learning new procedures. 
 

 
READING 

K-D:  Construct meaning from teacher-
read narrative book:  retelling; 
predicting. 
 

  
Flannel/magnet boards, puppets, 
sequencing activities. 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as:  stories, poems, messages, menus, 
directions. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and respond 
thoughtfully to quality texts. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while beginning 
to use a variety of strategies to construct and 
convey meaning. 
 
 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text for 
specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, gathering 
information, learning new procedures. 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as: stories, poems, messages, menus, 
directions. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using: phonemic awareness, picture cues, other 
word recognition aids, letter-sound associations, 
context clues. 
1:5-TLW respond to the ideas and feelings 
generated by text, and share with peers.  
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  retelling, 
predicting, generating questions, examining 
picture cues, using phonic analysis, discussing 
with peers, using context clues. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  prior knowledge, context, 
other people, dictionaries, pictures, electronic 
sources. 
3:6-TLW recognize that creators of text make 
choices when constructing text to convey 
meaning and express feelings to an audience, 
such as:  word selection, sentence length, use of 
illustration. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss similarities of plot 
and character in literature, and texts from around 
the world. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while beginning 
to use a variety of strategies to construct and 
convey meaning. 
 
 
 

 
READING 

 
K-E:  Develop fluency in reading a 
variety of texts – narrative and 
informational. (Narrative: stories, 
nursery rhymes, poetry, songs. 
Informational: environmental text, 
concept books, picture books) 
 

  
Library and classroom books, 
pretend read, charts 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
8:3-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure convey ideas.  Examples 
include:  Genre⎯show and tell, trade- 
books, textbooks, dictionaries.  Text structure⎯  
organizational patterns, major ideas, details. 
9:2-TLW identify and categorize key ideas 
concepts, and perspectives found in texts, such 
as:  theme/moral, author’s purpose. 
9:3-TLW draw conclusions based on their 
understanding of differing views presented in 
text. 
10:1-TLW make connections between key ideas 
in literature and other texts in relation to issues in 
their own lives. 
10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which they 
are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using: phonemic awareness, picture cues, other 
word recognition aids, letter-sound associations, 
context clues. 
4:1-TLW demonstrate awareness of language 
patterns in a variety of contexts.  Examples 
include:  home, playground, classroom, 
storybooks. 
8:2-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various narrative genre and story elements can be 
used to convey ideas and perspectives, such as:   
character, setting, and problem in poetry, drama, 
and folktales. 
 

 
READING 

 
K-F:  Determine patterns and rhymes in 
oral, musical, pictorial and written 
products.  
 

  
Big Books, charts, rhymes, picture 
cards. 
Poetry 
Songs 

 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using: phonemic awareness, picture cues, other 
word recognition aids, letter-sound associations, 
context clues. 
 

 
READING 

 
K-G:  Listen and respond to teacher-
read class book (ongoing, daily) 
 

  
Big Books 
Charts 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
1:5-TLW respond to the ideas and feelings 
generated by text, and share with peers.  
3:3-TLW describe and use effective listening and 
speaking behaviors, such as:  use of gestures, 
appropriate group behavior. 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  retelling, 
predicting, generating questions, examining 
picture cues, using phonic analysis, discussing 
with peers, using context clues. 
3:6-TLW recognize that creators of text make 
choices when constructing text to convey 
meaning and express feelings to an audience, 
such as:  word selection, sentence length, use of 
illustration. 
3:7-TLW respond to the ideas or feelings 
generated by texts and listen to the responses of 
others. 
4:1-TLW demonstrate awareness of language 
patterns in a variety of contexts.  Examples 
include:  home, playground, classroom, 
storybooks. 
4:5-TLW explore and begin to use language 
appropriate for different contexts and purposes.  
Examples include:  community building, writing 
workshops, science lessons, thank you letters, 
casual conversations, story discussion, playground 
games, daily conversations. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and respond 
thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:4-TLW recognize the representation of various 
cultures as well as our common heritage in 
literature and other texts. 
8:2-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various narrative genre and story elements can be 
used to convey ideas and perspectives, such as:   
character, setting, and problem in poetry, drama, 
and folktales. 
9:2-TLW identify and categorize key ideas 
concepts, and perspectives found in texts, such 
as:  theme/moral, author’s purpose. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text for 
specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, gathering 
information, learning new procedures. 
 
 

 
READING 

 
K-H:  Self-select books to read, 
maintain a written response log. 
 

  
Self-selected books – library or 
classroom 
Personal narratives 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as: stories, poems, messages, menus, 
directions. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using: phonemic awareness, picture cues, other 
word recognition aids, letter-sound associations, 
context clues. 
1:5-TLW respond to the ideas and feelings 
generated by text, and share with peers.  
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  retelling, 
predicting, generating questions, examining 
picture cues, using phonic analysis, discussing 
with peers, using context clues. 
3:7-TLW respond to the ideas or feelings 
generated by texts and listen to the responses of 
others. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and respond 
thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:4-TLW recognize the representation of various 
cultures as well as our common heritage in 
literature and other texts. 
7:3-TLW reflect on their emerging literacy by:  
setting goals, making appropriate choices. 
8:5-TLW explore how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning.  Examples of 
various oral, visual and written texts include:  
videos, CD ROM, books on tape, tradebooks. 
Examples of textual aids include:  illustrations, 
tables of contents, heading/titles. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
 
 
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
2:3-TLW begin to plan and draft texts, and revise 
and edit in response to the feelings and ideas 
expressed by others. 
5:3-TLW describe how characters in literature 
and other texts represent members of several 
different communities. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
K-I:  Write with developing fluency, 
demonstrated by drawing a picture and 
orally dictate a sentence about the topic 
(personal narrative, approximate 
poetry). 
 

  
Class-made books 
Writing journals 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
5:4-TLW recognize the representation of various 
cultures as well as our common heritage in 
literature and other texts. 
5:5-TLW explain how characters in literature and 
other texts express attitudes about one another. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they use 
when they speak and write for different purposes 
and audiences. 
6:3-TLW explore works of different authors, 
speakers and illustrators to determine how they 
present ideas and feelings to evoke different 
responses. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal themes 
and substantive issues from oral, visual and 
written texts.  Examples include:  new friendships, 
life in the neighborhood. 
10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to identify and 
explore school and community issues and 
problems and discuss how one individual or group 
can make a difference.  Examples include:  
responding orally, artistically or in writing about 
an issue or problem they have studied and/or 
experienced. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which they 
are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
11:3-TLW organize and interpret information to 
draw conclusions based on their investigation of 
an issue or problem. 
11:4-TLW develop and present conclusions based 
on the investigation of an issue or problem.  
Examples include:  drawings; diagrams; skits; 
plays; songs; personal or creative stories 
 
 
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
K-J:  Create language experience or 
dictated stories to make a class book. 
 

  
Response to lit. , pattern books, 
field trips 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
2:3-TLW begin to plan and draft texts, and revise 
and edit in response to the feelings and ideas 
expressed by others. 
3:6-TLW recognize that creators of text make 
choices when constructing text to convey 
meaning and express feelings to an audience, 
such as:  word selection, sentence length, use of 
illustration. 
3:7-TLW respond to the ideas or feelings 
generated by texts and listen to the responses of 
others. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they use 
when they speak and write for different purposes 
and audiences. 
6:4-TLW develop a sense of personal voice by 
explaining their selection of materials for different 
purposes and audiences.  Examples include:  
portfolios, displays, literacy interviews. 
7:4-TLW begin to develop and use a variety of 
strategies during the writing process, while 
creating text. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to identify and 
explore school and community issues and 
problems and discuss how one individual or group 
can make a difference.  Examples include:  
responding orally, artistically or in writing about 
an issue or problem they have studied and/or 
experienced. 
11:4-TLW develop and present conclusions based 
on the investigation of an issue or problem.  
Examples include:  drawings; diagrams; skits; 
plays; songs; personal or creative stories 
12:1-TLW identify the qualities of their own texts 
that help them communicate effectively. 
12:4-TLW create a collection of personal work 
based on individual and shared standards, 
reflecting on the merit of each selection. 
 
 
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
2:2-TLW recognize that authors make choices to 
convey meaning and influence an audience.  
Examples include:  word selection, sentence 
variety, genre. 

 
WRITING 

 
K-K:  Select two pieces of informational 
writing (with teacher direction) for 
permanent portfolio. 
 

  
Journal entries from throughout the 
year. 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they use 
when they speak and write for different purposes 
and audiences. 
6:4-TLW develop a sense of personal voice by 
explaining their selection of materials for different 
purposes and audiences.  Examples include:  
portfolios, displays, literacy interviews. 
7:3-TLW reflect on their emerging literacy by:  
setting goals, making appropriate choices. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
12:4-TLW create a collection of personal work 
based on individual and shared standards, 
reflecting on the merit of each selection. 
 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, viewing, 
speaking, reading and writing skills appropriate to 
the purpose and audience.  Examples include:  
using more than one of the language arts to 
create a story, write a poem or letter, or to 
prepare and present a unit project on their 
community. 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means;  sharing in groups, working in 
cooperative groups, using an author’s/reader’s 
chair. 
3:3-TLW describe and use effective listening and 
speaking behaviors, such as:  use of gestures, 
appropriate group behavior. 
3:7-TLW respond to the ideas or feelings 
generated by texts and listen to the responses of 
others. 
4:5-TLW explore and begin to use language 
appropriate for different contexts and purposes.  
Examples include:  community building, writing 
workshops, science lessons, thank you letters, 
casual conversations, story discussion, playground 
games, daily conversations. 
5:4-TLW recognize the representation of various 
cultures as well as our common heritage in 
literature and other texts. 
5:5-TLW explain how characters in literature and 
other texts express attitudes about one another. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
K-L:  Participate in oral group sharing. 
 

  
Mystery Bag 
Big Books 
Classmade books 
Show and Tell 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they use 
when they speak and write for different purposes 
and audiences. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal themes 
and substantive issues from oral, visual and 
written texts.  Examples include:  new friendships, 
life in the neighborhood. 
10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which they 
are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
11:3-TLW organize and interpret information to 
draw conclusions based on their investigation of 
an issue or problem. 
11:4-TLW develop and present conclusions based 
on the investigation of an issue or problem.  
Examples include:  drawings; diagrams; skits; 
plays; songs; personal or creative stories 
 
 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, viewing, 
speaking, reading and writing skills appropriate to 
the purpose and audience.  Examples include:  
using more than one of the language arts to 
create a story, write a poem or letter, or to 
prepare and present a unit project on their 
community. 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means;  sharing in groups, working in 
cooperative groups, using an author’s/reader’s 
chair. 
3:3-TLW describe and use effective listening and 
speaking behaviors, such as:  use of gestures, 
appropriate group behavior. 
4:5-TLW explore and begin to use language 
appropriate for different contexts and purposes.  
Examples include:  community building, writing 
workshops, science lessons, thank you letters, 
casual conversations, story discussion, playground 
games, daily conversations. 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
K-M:  Retell an experience or event 
using a prop. 
 

  
Puppets, sequence stories, 
flannel/magnet board, Mystery Bag 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
5:3-TLW describe how characters in literature 
and other texts represent members of several 
different communities. 
5:4-TLW recognize the representation of various 
cultures as well as our common heritage in 
literature and other texts. 
5:5-TLW explain how characters in literature and 
other texts express attitudes about one another. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they use 
when they speak and write for different purposes 
and audiences. 
6:3-TLW explore works of different authors, 
speakers and illustrators to determine how they 
present ideas and feelings to evoke different 
responses. 
6:4-TLW develop a sense of personal voice by 
explaining their selection of materials for different 
purposes and audiences.  Examples include:  
portfolios, displays, literacy interviews. 
10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to identify and 
explore school and community issues and 
problems and discuss how one individual or group 
can make a difference.  Examples include:  
responding orally, artistically or in writing about 
an issue or problem they have studied and/or 
experienced. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which they 
are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
11:3-TLW organize and interpret information to 
draw conclusions based on their investigation of 
an issue or problem. 
11:4-TLW develop and present conclusions based 
on the investigation of an issue or problem.  
Examples include:  drawings; diagrams; skits; 
plays; songs; personal or creative stories 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
12:3-TLW tell what they like about their own and 
others’ texts and make text choices based on 
these qualities. 
 
 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means;  sharing in groups, working in 
cooperative groups, using an author’s/reader’s 
chair. 
4:5-TLW explore and begin to use language 
appropriate for different contexts and purposes.  
Examples include:  community building, writing 
workshops, science lessons, thank you letters, 
casual conversations, story discussion, playground 
games, daily conversations. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they use 
when they speak and write for different purposes 
and audiences. 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
K-N:  Predict the identity of a hidden 
object. 
 

  
Mystery Bag 

 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, viewing, 
speaking, reading and writing skills appropriate to 
the purpose and audience.  Examples include:  
using more than one of the language arts to 
create a story, write a poem or letter, or to 
prepare and present a unit project on their 
community. 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  retelling, 
predicting, generating questions, examining 
picture cues, using phonic analysis, discussing 
with peers, using context clues. 
5:3-TLW describe how characters in literature 
and other texts represent members of several 
different communities. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they use 
when they speak and write for different purposes 
and audiences. 
 
 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
K-O:  Retell one fact about a given 
topic and draw a corresponding picture. 
 

  
Big Books, themes 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
10:3-TLW use various texts to identify and 
explore school and community issues and 
problems and discuss how one individual or group 
can make a difference.  Examples include:  
responding orally, artistically or in writing about 
an issue or problem they have studied and/or 
experienced. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which they 
are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
11:2-TLW identify and use appropriate and 
available resources for investigating a topic.  
Examples include:  knowledgeable people; field 
trips; library classification systems; encyclopedias; 
atlases; word processing programs; electronic 
media. 
11:4-TLW develop and present conclusions based 
on the investigation of an issue or problem.  
Examples include:  drawings; diagrams; skits; 
plays; songs; personal or creative stories 
12:3-TLW tell what they like about their own and 
others’ texts and make text choices based on 
these qualities. 
 
 
 
 
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
 
 
 

 
WRITING 

 
K-P:  Correctly form upper and lower 
case letters. 

  

 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, viewing, 
speaking, reading and writing skills appropriate to 
the purpose and audience.  Examples include:  
using more than one of the language arts to 
create a story, write a poem or letter, or to 
prepare and present a unit project on their 
community. 
3:3-TLW describe and use effective listening and 
speaking behaviors, such as:  use of gestures, 
appropriate group behavior. 
 
 
 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
K-Q:  Follow one- and two-step 
directions. 
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 LANGUAGE ARTS  Kindergarten 
 

STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using: phonemic awareness, picture cues, other 
word recognition aids, letter-sound associations, 
context clues. 
 
 

 
READING/WRITING 

 
K-R:  Learn Dolch basic sight word list. 
 
K-S:  Learn meaning of high-frequency 
words. 

  

 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as: stories, poems, messages, menus, 
directions. 
 
 

 
READING 

 
K-T:  Identify variety of reading genre. 

  

 
12:1-TLW identify the qualities of their own texts 
that help them communicate effectively. 
12:4-TLW create a collection of personal work 
based on individual and shared standards, 
reflecting on the merit of each selection. 
 
 

 
WRITING 

 
K-U:  Assess personal work with 
teacher guidance (portfolios). 

  

 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text for 
specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, gathering 
information, learning new procedures. 
 
 

 
READING/WRITING 

 
K-V:  Choose reading and writing 
activities in free choice time. 

  

 
4:1-TLW demonstrate awareness of language 
patterns in a variety of contexts.  Examples 
include:  home, playground, classroom, 
storybooks. 
4:5-TLW explore and begin to use language 
appropriate for different contexts and purposes.  
Examples include:  community building, writing 
workshops, science lessons, thank you letters, 
casual conversations, story discussion, playground 
games, daily conversations. 
 
 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
K-W:  Use spoken language 
appropriate to classroom use 
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